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CAL ENDAR:  
 

November 14—Report 
Day Training, Beau-
mont, First UMC,   
10:00 am– 12:00 pm 

November 20-23—
District Office Closed 

December 2—Clergy 
Family Christmas 
Party, Beaumont, 
FUMC, Rothwell Hall, 
10:00 am-1:00 pm 

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch 

Attitude of Gratitude 
    My friend Amy went through a divorce last year.  After almost twen-

ty years of marriage with four great kids, she and her husband chose 

to end that chapter of their lives. I don’t know the details and don’t 

need to know.  Facebook kept me connected to my friend who was 

hurting.  What struck me was Amy’s daily posts of gratitude.  Every day 

she posted a reason to be grateful.  I know there were difficult days, filled with pain, yet 

she chose to find something to be thankful for each and every day.  Sometimes all she 

could say was “I am grateful for pictures of puppies.”  Still she was grateful.   

    The last three months have been challenging for our area.  I know many of you are wea-

ry from the recovery efforts.  It is not moving fast enough.  The devastation is overwhelm-

ing.  People outside of the area don’t understand your pain.  There are so many unan-

swered questions.  Yet in the middle of it we have much to be thankful for this November 

and every day.  Jesus is still Lord.  We have family and friends we love and who love us.  

We survived the storm!  Kind volunteers are traveling in from all over to help us rebuild.  

Soon the Harvey Recovery Office will be open.  Each of us has a meaningful place to serve 

God and God’s people.  The Astro’s won the World Series!  

 Psalm 107:1  Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good. His steadfast love endures forever!  

 Psalm 9:1  I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful 

deeds.    

 Philippians 4:6-7  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 II Corinthians 9:11-12  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that 

you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in 

many expressions of thanks to God. 

    Gratitude is a reminder that every good and perfect gift, even pictures of puppies on a 

bad day, can be seen as a gift from God.  Gratitude focuses our eyes upward and outward; 

away from our problems, even if for a minute.  Gratitude invites the world to come along 

with us.  May we live as grateful people each and everyday, knowing that our generosity 

of spirit is a powerful witness to those who are hurting.  

Alicia 

REMINDERS:  
 

• Hurricane Season has 

hit hard this year.  

Find out how your 

church can help 

UMCOR restock 

flood buckets at 

www.umcor.org/

UMCOR/Relief-

Supplies  

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies


Winter Candidacy Summit Approaches 
 

    Candidacy Summit is the first formal step in discerning a 

call to ministry as a licensed or ordained minister.  The Sum-

mit is a multi-day event during which all conference candi-

dates entering the Exploring Phase of candidacy receive information about the 

entire candidacy process.  Candidates will begin meeting together in small 

groups with trained Exploring Mentors and have an opportunity to worship, 

share their call stories, and take the required psychological test. 
 

Winter Summit—January 12-13, 2018, Lakeview • Deadline: November 15 

Summer Summit – August 3-4, 2018, Camp Allen • Deadline: June 1 
 

    Summits are now only two days— 2 days/1 night. Registration starts Friday at 

9:00 a.m. Summit starts at 10:00 a.m. and will dismiss around 2:00 p.m. on Sat-

urday.  If you are interested in exploring a call to pastoral ministry, first contact 

your pastor for information and next steps! 

Tuesday, January 9  *  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Beaumont, Wesley UMC, Parlor 

What is Report Day?  Report Day is the day churches submit their statistical data 

and outstanding apportionment payments for the completed year.  This is im-

portant information in order to see and compare trends in the church, district, 

conference, and denomination.   

Who completes the information?  Typically the financial secretary and some-

times also the membership secretary complete the statistical forms.  They will 

also need information from the pastor and ministry area leaders. 

Report Day TRAINING 

Tuesday, November 14  *  10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Lunch Provided 

Beaumont, First UMC, Rothwell Hall 

    Our experienced District Auditor, Rev. Mark Bunch, will once again be con-

ducting our Report Day training.  All membership secretaries, financial person-

nel, and pastors should plan to attend; however, if you are newly appointed to 

this district or in a new position, attendance is required.  The reports will be filled 

in and submitted online in the EZRA Program.  Your church’s Ezra Report will be 

active and available beginning December 1. 

Report Day is Coming 

Clergy Spouses 
 

Join us Monday, 

November 13, at 

5:30 p.m.  The SE 

District Clergy Spouses 

will gather for a time of 

fellowship at Tia 

Juanita’s (5555 Calder 

Ave., Beaumont).  For 

more information, 

contact Erin Bunch, 

409.550.1246 or 

ebunch@gt.rr.com. 

Lay Servant 

Ministry is 

about devel-

oping leaders 

and improving lead-

ership skills for use in the 

local church.   
 

Saturday, February 24 

Sunday, February 25 

You must attend BOTH days. 

Location TBA 

COST $35  

 

All Laity are              

Encouraged to Attend!   

 

Pre-registration will be 

available in January.  

 
Courses—Basic  

Advanced: UM Heritage 

Advanced:  Missions 
 

To attend an Advanced 

Course you must have       

completed a course               

within last 3 years. 



A calling into representative ministry is understood as the initiative of God’s grace 

to choose certain persons to lead the church. Those in representative ministry may 

serve as ordained elders or deacons, licensed pastors, or certified lay ministers.  

Ministry settings may include the local church, chaplaincy, higher education, or oth-

er settings.  In the United Methodist Church, candidates for ministry explore their 

call through conversations with their pastor, district superintendent, and ultimately 

by attending Candidacy Summit. 

“I feel called to ministry, now what?”   

If you have questions about exploring a call to ministry, visit www.explorecalling.org 

and www.txcumc.org/recruitmentministries.  Regardless of which online resources 

you explore, your first steps should involve an in-person visit with your pastor. 

If you’re a college student, consider applying to be an intern in a church for a sum-

mer, or pray about attending Exploration, an event hosted every other year around 

the country for young people.  If you’re in seminary, check our calendar to see when 

representatives from the Texas Annual Conference will be on your campus. 

“How can our CHURCH foster the call in our young.” 

The congregational vitality of the UMC begins in the local church, where faith is 

formed and nurtured in people of all ages, especially the young.  Equipping congre-

gations to speak the LANGUAGE OF CALL and move intentionally toward discovering 

and nurturing their vocation will contribute to the health and vitality of their own 

faith, community, and of the denomination.  Called: One Word, Many Ways offers 

resources for worship and youth and children’s classes to explore how to LISTEN for 

God’s voice, DISCERN what is heard, and RESPOND faithfully.   

“I am a PASTOR; how do I guide someone who is called?” 

The role of the pastor is to lead individuals through a discernment process of identi-

fying, clarifying, and understanding his or her calling for ministry.  You are encour-

aged to have on hand both Ministry Inquiring Process and Christian as Minister as 

resources for those exploring ministry.  Look for opportunities for the person to try 

different ministry settings in the local church where their giftedness can be evi-

denced and refined.  

You should spend time in prayer, read The Book of Discipline, Chapter Two, and 

complete the Pastor Discernment Tool to help the person clarify their ministry call-

ing.  Complete the discernment tool in a conversation or series of conversations 

with the candidate.  

Called is a program 

for churches to help 

their pastor and 

members “create a 

culture of call” 

within their local 

church. 

Throughout scripture, 

God is continually calling 

men and women.  All of 

these individuals have 

different responses to 

the call God places on 

their life.   

Am I Called? 

Listen 

Discern 

Respond 

http://www.explorecalling.org/
http://www.txcumc.org/recruitmentministries
http://www.explorecalling.org/exploration/
http://www.explorecalling.org/called/implement/
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&pageid=920
http://www.txcumc.org/toolsofdiscernment


Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now 
November 14—Report Day Training, Beaumont, First UMC,  

Rothwell Hall, 10:00 am– 12:00 pm, Lunch will be served 
November 16—CLT/DLT Fall Training Event, Lufkin, First 

UMC, 10:00 am—3:00 pm 
November 20-23—District Office Closed 
December 2—Clergy Family Christmas Party, Beaumont, 

First UMC, Rothwell Hall, 10:00 am-1:00 pm 

December 25-26—District Office Closed 
January 1-2—District Office Closed 
January 9—Report Day, Beaumont, Wesley UMC, 9:00 am-

12:00pm 
February 24-25—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Location 

TBA; Classes available: Basic, UM Heritage, & Missions 

Visit the district WEBSITE for resources such as  
 How to volunteer after a flood 

 Work team forms/Liability releases 

 Updates from the Mission Center & UMCOR 

 help for children, youth, and adults 
 

w w w. s o u t h e a s t d i s t r i c t . o r g  

Prayers 
• Flooded Churches and   

Parsonages 
 Anahuac, St. Paul (church) 

 Mauriceville (church & parson-
age) 

 Port Arthur, Temple (church) 

 Wesley Foundation 

 Beaumont, 1st Korean (church 
& parsonage) 

 Kirbyville (parsonage) 

 Orange, Faith (parsonage) 

 Port Arthur, St. Paul 
(parsonage) 

 Vidor, First (parsonage) 

• Other Pastors’ damage: 
 3 personal homes 

 1 vehicle 

• Other damage: 
 16 churches 

 6 parsonages 

• Rev. Bob and Lola           
Fosburgh (South Liberty) 

Condolences 

• To Ava Graves (spouse of Dr. Rod-

ney Graves, Beaumont, McCabe 
Roberts Ave UMC) and family for the 

loss of her father Dr. Ralph B. But-
ler, Sr. 

• To  Rev. Donna Brown (Retired) 
and family for the loss of her 
mother  

• To Suzanne Miller (spouse of Rev. 

Toney Miller) and family for the 
loss of her mother, Nina Dilbert 

 

 
Southeast District  

of the Texas Annual Conference,  

United Methodist Church 

Invite your church members 

and leaders to like the page. 

Clergy Family Christmas Luncheon 
Saturday, December 2 • 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Beaumont, FUMC 701 Calder Ave. Beaumont 77707 

RSVP by Monday, November 27th 
 tcolbert@txcumc.org 

Contests, Fellowship, and Food Tacky Sweaters Welcome 

Apportionment Reminder 
    Together we participate in the ministry and mission of the UMC in our commu-

nities and around the world.  Apportionments are a vehicle of bringing God’s 

grace and mercy into our churches, conference, and beyond.  Prayerfully consid-

er what your church is able to do for the greater church this year.  Remember 

conference apportionments must be postmarked by December 13.  Any pay-

ments after that day need to be made at Report Day, January 9. 

Charge Conference 
    Charge Conference season is here!  Charge Conference is a meeting of the lo-

cal church that includes every member of the church’s governing body as well as 

clergy appointed to serve that church.  It meets at least once a year, usually in 

the fall, to review church goals and objectives, elect new church leaders, set cler-

gy salaries, and recommend and continue persons for candidacy.  Our district 

superintendent, Rev. Alicia Coltzer Besser, is looking forward to facilitating the 

hub and individual conferences that started in late October and will end in mid-

December.  Contact your church office to get the date of your conference.  

Forms are online at www.southeastdistrict.org. 

http://www.southeastdistrict.org
http://www.southeastdistrict.org

